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Of all created things, the lovel 
And mast divine are children, 
— William Cantan 
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Dear children, 


Thad teen to Kodaikanal recently on a short vacation amd was shocked atthe changes 


that have taken place. Shops have come up near the Boat Club, Bryant park, Pillar 
rocks, and Coaker’s walk. Even th Silver cascade has not been leftalone. The commercial 
<actoity has completely spoiled the peaceful and beautiful atmosphere which existed before 
Trees have been cut down to display garish palatial buildings and a 500 year old tree 
‘has been replaced by the TV tower! 

An early morning wale around the lake i still a pleasure, when the cars and lorries 
haven't commenced belching smoke, The tre tops are bathed in liquid gold and the 
ripples in the lake glisten like sifoer dust. The nip in the air is overcome by our 
vigorous exercise and the kingfisher, an early riser, dives to welcome yo 
flapping his swings at great speed. 

But once you lower your head the joy disappears 
Countless number of cardboard cartons, 
plastic bottles, polythene bags, chocolat 
‘wrappers and coke cans are strewn 
about creating an eyesore and a pang 
our hearts, 

‘As India celebrates the Golden Jubilee 
of Independence we have learnt to echo the 
words "Vande Matharam". But is this the 
sway to salute our motherland? - By throwing 
rubbish carlscy? The mast horrifying par 
of all his was that th ‘litter free sone’ was the 
‘most polluted! 

Let us pray and hope that our Government will act with more aesthetic sense and 
ove of nature. We too - all of us- should cooperate to make this Beautiful country of 
ours the cleanest. Afterall, what is more beautiful than cleanliness? 
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& Letters to Grandma 
worm section receive the 
same kind of advice that 
‘our parents dole out 
Worse, they support our 
parents, especially in case 
of quarrels and studies. 
Will she look at them from 
‘our point of view, please? 
'S, Shankar, age 13, Chennai. 


Dear Shankar, 

The trouble is | too had the 
same problems as a child. | 
guess, we have to put up with 
ital 

Love, Grandma worm. 


© Thank you for publishing my 
articles. But why have you re- 
duced the number of pages? We 
lose out on so much information 
you used to give us. Much of my 
excitement has been dampened. 
because the issue now has less 
number of pages. 

N.A. Hareesh, Coimbatore. 


Dear Hareesh, 

We have to make both ends 
meet even if we don't make a 
profiton Gokulam! -Ed. 


COPIED! 


© The sketch by Nutie Sree- 
dharan, Mumbai has been copi- 
ed from Vikas Drawing Book. The 
author of this book is - Suboch Nor- 
verkor. The subjectis- Three chidren 
playing in a puddle. Please do 
‘not publish such copied drawings. 

M. Meghna, age 9, Bangalore. 
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© Rabbit GetsaScare by Ramya 
Venkiteshwaran in October ‘97 
issue has been copied trom a 
book called, ‘The Scare’. Canwe 
also send stories from other 
books? 

A. Aditya, age 9, Chennai. 


Dear Meghna and Aditya, 

You may not send in stories from 
other books. However, if you can 
rewrite it in your own words then 
you must send us the title of the 
book and the name of the author. 
In that case itis published under 
the title - Retold Story. Sketches 
too can be redrawn but not 
traced or copied. But why not try 
to send in original contributions? 

~ Ed. 


FRIENDLY OR NOT? 


& Lost winter a dog in our 
neighbourhood gave birth to four 
puppies. It was unable to protect 
its offsprings from the cold and 
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had put them into a dust bin, The 
Puppies also seemed quite happy! 
| felt sorry for the puppies and 
wanted to help them. But when | 
went near the bin the mother dog 
bit me. She did not seem to 
understand that | was only being 
friendly. | wanted to cover the 
puppies with my old blanket. 

This incident taught me that we 
have made relations with animals 
so unfriendly that the animals 
believe we can only be cruel. It 
1s not her fault that the mother 
wanted to protect her pups. | 
guess it is not too late, We could 
still mend our ways by being kind 
to animals. 

Gourab Das, age 13, 


WHY COWARDICE? 


& A few days back, a wornan 
walking on the road was accost- 
ed by two men who came in an 
‘utorickshaw. They demanded her 
to part with her gold chain, The 
woman raised an alarm. Though 
there were many passers- by 
nobody lifted even a finger or even 
cry out, They could have easily 
done this, If all people together 
raised an alarm the police would 
have caught the criminals. Why 
are we becoming cowards? We 
‘are being taught that if we remain 
united we can fight and chase 
the enemy away. Yet nobody 
helped the poor woman. Why? 


Karcharpara. R Ramya, age 15, Chennai. 





PIN CODE 
Send yourfilled 
of ‘Gokulam’ to 


Subscription Form 


Please send me 6/12 issues of Gokulam. 
Enclosed ismy DD/MO for Rs, 30/-for 6 issues/ Rs. 60/- for 12 issues. 
(Outstation cheques not accepted.) 





forms along with a Demand Draft drawn in favour 
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lympic 

games 

were 
banned by 
Roman emperor 
Theodosus | 
in 391 AD 
calling them 
a form of 
‘pagan wor- 
ship’. When 
Olympia was 
discovered in 
1875, interest 
in the games was 
revived, In the 
ancient cily of Ath- 
ens in Greece, the 
games consisted of run- 
ning, chariot and horse 
racing, wrestling and hon- 
‘uring the best trumpeter. 
The first modern olympic 
games were held in 1896 
in Athens in Greece. 
Winter olympics were 
considered later and in 1908 
figure skating and ice hockey were 
also included. Separate winter 
olympic games including 258 
athletes from 16 countries began in 
1924. The first game was held in 
Chamonix, France. 

For the second time Japan is 

hosting these games in 1998. In 
the 18th games, new sports like 
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OLYWEICS 


freestyle skiing, snowboarding, 
curling and women’s ice hockey 
are to be played. 

Alpine skiing is a 7000 year old 
sport but became popular only in 
the 1930s. Biathlon, an olympic 
event since 1980 is a little like 
olympic pentathlon and includes 
shooting, 


Curling, to be deubted in 1998, 
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A was invented 
AS in Scotand 400 
years ago. The 
sport is, however, 
more famous among 
Canadians. They make 
up one million of the 
world’s 1% million 
curlers. 
Figure skating which earlier 
confined itself to merely marking 
an '8' on ice has now evolved into 
‘pallet’ dancing on ice accompa- 
nied by music and colourful cos- 
tumes. 





ledding or sled racing has 
Jevolved so much that today we 
have aerodynamic sled models 
which resemble a rocket and are 
steered by a driver in the ‘cockpit 
Snow boarding is a variation of 
skiing and surfing. The athlete is 
required to skate without the help 
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of poles. 
Speed skating 
was developed by 
the Dutch who 
by necessity had 
to race down 
frozen canals in 
their country. Top 
speed skaters travel at 
‘35mph, almost as fast as 
race horses. 
Women will form a third of all 
competitiors this winter olympics 
following the inclusion of wom- 
en's ice hockey. 

Shouldn't children worldwide 
get an opportunity to witness and 
participate in the excitement of, 
winter olympics! To help them, 
‘Visa Olympics of the imagination 
conducts a worldwide children’s 
art competition every year. 






This year the competition was 
held between September 1 and 
October 14. Twenty five winners 
are chosen from 25 countries and 
get a free trip to the venue of the 
‘olympics as the prize. Nirmal John 
‘of Mavelikkara, Kerala, won the 
1996 competition. For more details 
contact - Visa Olympics of the Ima- 
gination, 55, Whitehall, 143 A.K. 
Marg, Kemp's corner, Mumbai 
400 036. The contest is open to 
children between 9 and 13. 
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5 re you ready with your newest 
best? I's time to celebrate the 

# big day. Butthen, doyou have 
the accessories to go with your dress? 
No? Then rummage into your trinket 
box. You are bound to find something 
suitable. Here are some tips fora well 
dressed you. For girls there are too 
‘many options to choose from, 

Have you gone in for ghararas and 
shararas? Then wear your colourful 
bangles. Either wear those that match 
‘your dress or go in for contrast colours. 
ifitis jeans or trousers then ah! youare 
very lucky. You ean let your hair down 
and wear an oxidised siver pendent 
‘onablack string, minute ear rings that 
make you look pretty and wear a sin- 
gle bracelet of the same kind. If it is 
frocks then wear your hair in two plaits 
and wear your coloured socks, Frocks 
demand only shoes. 

BOYS You are your own master. If 
youare in the habit of wearing a watch 
then goahead. No time better than this 
to show off that you are after all your 
daddy's boy! 

Its best to sport canvas if you are 
playing with fireworks, It makes running 
easy. Today you can get away with 
wearing bracelets. If you have steel 
kacas' then wear them, Some parents 
make their sons wear amulets as 
charms, So if you are already wearing 
‘one, show it off! 

Did you buy checked shirts? Go in 
for trousers/ shorts that blend with your 
shirt. Or go in or tan or beige coloured 
trousers. They are good with any shirt 
Is ita TShirt? Then buy jeans or even 
‘cords. And this demands casual looks. 
So if you feel funny trying to show off 
GOKULAM Novenber 97 









your kadas or bracelets then jeans will 
you forgetthem! Wear yourstriped 
socks — one which you have been 
wishing you'd get an occasion to show 
off. Because when you light fireworks 
you can fold your trousers shin high so 
that your socks are on display and lo! 
youhave made a suitable impression. 





Ville @ay 
| nal j 
wawy be 
| ARAL = \ 1 








par Sas 


L love my sis, 
Her I really miss. 
She is far from me, 
But fond of me. 
She is in Rome, 
Far from home. 
“She is good, 
‘And loves good food. 
T love my sis 
Really hier I miss. 
‘Akshatha Mohan, 
Std V, AEC School, Mysore. 


aju was a mechanic who 

found cars fascinating. What 

he liked most about his job 

was test-driving cars. Only that morn- 

ing Dr. Sarat Chandran, the owner of 

Cielo had wanted him to check the 

brake system. Dr, Chandran wanted 
his car by noon, Itwas nearly 12. 

Raju's next work was to change a 

door ofa fiat. Since Amitwas using the 


AHand 
Boot 


spanner which he needed he decided 
tosearch the tool-box ofthe Cielo for a 
spanner. He hummed a tune as he 
‘opened the boot othe car. He stopped 
abruptly, whcih made Amit look up and 
ask, “What is wrong?" Before he could 
answer a customer called out to Amit. 
Raju stared tamsfixed. In the boot was 
a round brown sack. The outline of 
three fingers in the sack had shaken 
him. Just then Dr. Chandran arrived 
and Raju shut the boot, The doctor 
seemed very casual 


aju could not concentrate on 
his work. Myriad thoughts 
flashed in his mind. The doc- 
tor could have killed some patient and 
bundled him up. Dr. Chandran was 


17 GOKULAM 





held in high regard hereabouts. How 
could he? May be it was possible. But 
most dreaditul of allhis thoughts was:if 
there was a case and the doctor 
feigned innocence, the police could 
suspect him, He went home worrying 
‘over the possibilities of being sent to 
jail Athome he was very dullandfidg- 
ety. He had frightening hallucinations, 
{he leafed through a magazine then 









the only pictures he saw were a black 
Cielo and a brown sack. His brother 
‘wondered why Raju pushed himaside 
when he showed him a photo of his 
friend's new Cielo, Raju spent a terri- 
‘ble night with horrifying nightmares -a 
police inspector catching him despite 
his pleadings and taking himtoacourt. 
The judge sat atop a black Cielo; Raju 
‘sat on the boot and he hit his hammer 
ona brown sack! During the night he 
woke up several times. 
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alu did not want to go to work 
butfinaly reached the garage. 

He could haridy concentrate 

atwork, He desperately wanted to see 
the doctor and clear things. That after 
‘neon the doctor arrived in his black 
Cielo. The doctor smiled at him but it 
only frustrated Raju who decided to tell 
the police everything, The doctor went 
into the manager's cabin and Raju fol 
lowed, impulsively. The doctor 
had misplaced a bill and had 
come to ask if it was there, 
Raju could hear the doctor 
ssay that the bill was im- 


portant. The manager enquired about 
the contents and when the doctor re- 
plied, both heard a shout of laughter. 
It was Raju. Even Amit stared in 
amazement as Raju continued to 
laugh. The doctor had said, “itwas the 
bilfor some artificial arms | bought rom 
Jaipur. Some were defective, They are 
siilin the car's boot and | want the bill 
as proof.” 
G. Saraswathi, age 13, 
‘Tirupur. 
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Across 

1. Plant with leaves 
used in salads (7) 

4, Person watching 
others secretly (3) 

7. In the past (3) 

8. Length of time that a 
person or thing has 
existed (3) 

9, Barrier across river (3) 

11, 9th planet of the 
solar system (7) 
GOKULAM November 97 


5. 


6. 


10. 


Down 
Cover for a 

bottle (3) 
Long - haired 
Tibetan ox. (3) 
Surface of the 
ground (3) 
Aroot 

vegetable 

Fifth sign of the 
zodiac (3) 
‘o pretend (3) 
ANSWERS ONPAGE-65] 11 
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PHYSICS 


1. Which gas is filled in fluorescent 
lamps? 

2. Which instrument helps toconvert 
sound waves into electricity? 

3. Who invented dynamo? 

4. Name three radioisotopes. 

5. Name the scientist who won Nobel 
prize twice? 

6. What is the unit of power? 

What is the scientific name of a 

torch cell? 

$8. What is the unit of resistance? 

2. Which charge is produced when 
glass is rubbed with silk? 

10. What is the product of mass and 
velocity called? 

















Anusha. U. age 13, 
Thiruvananthapuram. 











AN ‘O’ SEARCH 





STATES OF INDIA 











Find a word beginning with “6 
for the following. 

1. A word which is ne longer in 
use 

2. Incapable of being seen 
through 

3. With much pomp and 
show, 

4. One who looks at the bright 
side of things —————— 

5. One who knows everything 





6. A goverment by a small body 
of men 

7. One who is more than eighty 
years old 














Sheeba, 
ANSWERS ON age 12, 
PAGE - 65 TB. Dam. 
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Name these states. 

1. _s_m: Astate in the north east 

2._i__: Famous for coal mining. 

3_h_____a___: Capital of 

Punjab and Haryana. 
4.-m=n-: Famous for its temples, 
dance, music and sarees, 

_a: ‘Odissi’is famous here. 
_U____: This state means the 
land of five rivers. 

7._____Pradesh: The river 
Krishna flows through this state. 

_1___ A coconut plucking 

college for men exists here. 

_k_: HMT factory 











ere. 
_—-—-: Himalayan 

region. 
11.___p___: Agartala is its capital 
12.__2____= I's capital is Aizwal 
Meghna, age 10, Bangalore. 
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'n Switzerland every year on the 

fourth monday in November 
men with paper and cloth masks 
denoting onfons parade the city 
square to mark the opening of the 
onion market. Some onions also 
sport moustaches! 


War memories 


In the US, Canada and 
Australia, on November 11 martyrs 
are remembered. This was the day 
the Armistice - the agreement to 
stop fighting was signed, after 
world war I. 

In Britain, Canada, France. 
Belgium and Australia it is known 
as the rememberance day. In the 
US it is called the veterans’ day. 


Saying 
thanks 


on the fourth 

thursday of 

November Americans celebrate 
thanks giving day. In 1621, the 
pilgrim fathers invited the 
neighbouring Indians who had 
helped them survive to a 
celebratory feast after their 
successful harvest. 

In 1863, president Abraham 
Lincotn declared the day a national 
holiday. Today parades and 
special thanks giving services are 
held on this day. ‘The British 
celebrate it as the harvest home 
day. ‘The churches are decorated 
with oats, apples, pears and green 
vegetables. The Japanese bow 
before a shrine of lit candles and 
offer bowls of rice. 
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Guy Fawkes 


Day 


England more than 350 years ago 
resented the treatment meted out 
to people of other faiths by the 
king. On November 5, he plotted 
along with his friends to blow up 
the building where the king and his 
men were at a meeting, Fawkes 
and his friends were caught and 
punished before they could carry 
out their plan. Since then this day 
has been called thanksgiving day 
- thanks to god who saved the king! 
Boys and girls go abegging for a 
penny. Guy Fawkes’ dummy is 
made and stuffed with fireworks, 
‘They are then lighted up. Much 
like Ram Leela in our country. 


Visalakshi Ramani, 
Coimbatore. 


13 


faa 


WHEN DOZING IS FUN 


had woken up at five in the 
morning to mug up for my Hindi 
test, which was also the 


cademic year. 1 dict well in 

the exams and was quite satisfied. 

Atone o' clock it was announced in 

the class that we had to assemble 
for the yoga class at 2 p.m. 

returned to school after a hearty 


CAUGHT 
‘NAPPING’ 


the teacher was taking a lesson. 
Itwas a story of a boy called Ravi 
who had been absent from school 
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meal, for the yoga session 

The yoga master taught us 
Shavasana, after the usual medi- 
tation and the recitation of slokas, 

I comfortably relaxed on the 
floor like the rest of the class and 
was soon asleep. I was rudely 
awakened by laughter and much 
to my embarrassment I found my 
fiends all standing around me 


and laughing at me. The master 


advised me not to forgo sleep so 
1s to mug up at the last 1 


nute. 
Instead he asked me to study hard 
from the beginning. 1 felt mortified. 
1 still cannot forget that wonderful, 
comfortable sleep! 

Subha, B., age 15, 


Bangalore, 





for three days following a bout of 
sickness. At the end of the lesson 
the teacher asked the class, “Why 
was Ravi absent?” 

Incidentally there is a boy in our 
dlass called Ravi. He stood up and 
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rubbing his eyes spoke nervously, 
Sir, [have never been absent,” The 
class burst our laughing. It was clear 
that Ravi had been sleeping. 
‘Suman Nandi, age 12, 
Kharagp' 


‘FLOWER’ 
OwL 


I was playing with a few 
of my friends when 
Sowmya, one of my 
friends cried, “Oooh!” 
She was gazing at 
the roof of the 
neighbouring 
house which had 
been closed doun 
ever since its 
owner left the 
alty. An owl % 
was perched 
on top of the “ 
roof. We deci- 
ded to investi- 
gate. 
Despite 
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warning from the elders in our house 
we decided we would find out about 
the owl. 

We walked up to the adjoining 
house. The wall separating the two 
houses was not very high. 

Pranab, Karthik and I jumped 
over the wall and immediately burst 
‘out laughing. The eyes that looked 
t were merely two yellow 
flowers and the leaves had formed 
into a thick bush so that from a 
distance it appeared like an owl. 
C. Santhosh, age 12, 
Chennai. 
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was three then. | had gone 
with my elder sister, Vidhya, 
buy bread from a baker's 


fe visited Chennai during 
the hols. The sun was hot 


EXPERIENCC— 


shop near our house. While my 
sister was paying the baker | 
quietly took a cake from the 
shelf at the comer of the shop. 
My sister did not know until we 
reached home. 


SHOP - LIFTING 


She immediately returned to 
the shop and paid for the cake 
and apologised on my behalf. 
Now | am six and even now | 
feel embarrassed when | go to 
the baker's shop. 


Saini Krishnamurthy, age 6, 
Mumbai. 


‘and our water bottles were soon 
empty. Valluvar Kottam in con- 
trast made a cool shade. My 
father asked me to get the 
vottles filled from the tap. Iran 
to do his bidding, when | 
noticed some commotion 
behind me. 
Suddenly a bull came char- 
ging at me. My brother with a 
good presence of mind, 
shoved me aside, away from 
the path of the bull, The bull 
continued on its way. We 
realised only then that the bull 
was running because his 
master was chasing him. 
P. Sindhura, age 12, 
Begumpet. 
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A= passing by Wa eZ We 
the grand peach 
and white build fer rtf 


ing would think it was 


being renovated. Nothing could 
be farther from the truth, Actually 
Uday Bharati Public Schoo! was 
soon having its annual function 
and a huge stage was being 
erected for this purpose, That's 
part of the story, In the nearby 4 


‘common room Mr, Roy, incharge 
of the school's cultural events and the 
drama troupe were practising -if it could 
be called practice! 

"Where is my script?” screamed one 
character. “'C’mon guys, pull yourselves 
up. We have a lot to do." Mr. Roy 
instructed, “My crown, my crown" 
cried another student. "Sit!" came yet 
another voice. "Vipul’s taken my robe 
sir... Give it back, you monkey."* 

“Ramesh,” said Mr. Roy, “What 
happened to those ornaments I asked 
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you to arrange for? 
‘My sister is working on them, sir, 
replied Ramesh, now on all four and 
still searching for his script 
"Good" acknowledged Mr. Roy. 
‘Vipul” he thundered suddenly, "give 
that robe back to Ramya. Your 
character doesn't need it 








Hee, hee, hee" - that was Ramya 

as she dodged to avoid Vipul’s hand. 
Enough" cried Mr. Roy. “We 

haven't completed even one act today. 


W 


We shall practise for one more hour 
than usual." When Mr. Debratta Roy 
wanted a job done, he got itdone, The 
group did finish two acts. Mr. Roy 
ended the rehearsals with a chocolate 
to each of the group. 


R™ had just entered the common 
room, She wanted to practise her 
part, wearing the robe, the ornaments 
and all, She donned the robe and 
‘opened the ornaments box - what was 
this? The box was empty. ‘Oh, wel, 
maybe Mr. Roy put them’ away 
elsewhere," 

Slowly the troupe filed in, Mr, Roy 
also arrived. "Practising with your 
costume, Rama?" he said, 
patting her on the head b 
"Where's your crown?” 

"Sir, I thought you hac! 
put it away,” replied 


Ramya bewildered. ‘The 
‘box is empty." 
“That's — impossible. 







frowned Mr. Roy. He walked up to the 
chest and opened it. Surprise, surprise! 
‘The crowns were neatly packed inside. 
“Hee, hee, hee,” Vipul laughed. Mr. 
Roy looked at Ramya who simply 
shrugged. 

"Maybe I should have my eyes 
checked." 

The following afternoon, Girish said, 
“I swear sir, I looked all over for the 
‘crowns in the box." Girish stopped and 
studied everybody's expression. 
“Honest” was all he could manage. 

"Let's check this out. ‘Two people 
cannot have the same illusion.” The 
next day the group gathered in the 
common room earlier than usual, 

“Sir, | have solved the mystery of 
the missing crowns,” announced Vipul 
entering the room, 

"Come on, I'll show you," Vipul led 
them to the school's basketball court 
Close to the court were a couple of 

hatched huts where the school's store- 
‘ceper and gardeners lived with their 
families. Vipul stopped before one 
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of the huts. Look’ he said pointing 
‘out to a group of young children in 
tattered clothes. And goodness, what 
were they wearing? The crowns! The 
group edged forward 

“Hal Hal hal” laughed one litte boy. 
Ramya giggled. Priya placed her palm 
on Ramya's mouth, 

“Lam the king,” the boy continued. 

I have 200 elephants and 100 
horses 

"So what?" broke in another tot. 
‘Thave 400 elephants, 200 horses and 
100 dinosaurs too, I am more 
powerful." 





ndall the while, the crowns, which 

were too big for the childrens’ 
heads kept slipping down to their noses. 
So the little boy was holding the crown 
‘with his hands while speaking. It was a 
funny sight. 
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Then the first kid started strutting 
like a king! He turned abruptly and the 
crown slipped on his face, He fell flat 
on his face. Unable to control her 
laughter any longer, Ramya exploded 
‘The others also joined in in the laughter. 

‘The younger children broke into a 
run at the sight of the school students 
and their crowns fell over their faces, 
‘They tripped as their oversized crowns 
blocked their vision 

‘So it was those little monkeys. 1 
presume they put back the crowns 
everytime they spotted someone in the 
room, 

‘The group gathered the crowns and 
presented the younger children with 
chocolates. 

In the common toom, it was chaos 
again. 

Mr. Roy was heard grumbling, “Oh, 
no, not again 





C. Krithika, 
New Del 
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na small vil 
[ lage far from 
the eyes of 
the king there 
lived an old man. 
He was looking 
to the day his lite 
would end. A lit- 
tle further, be- 
yond in the woods lived three broth- 
ers who had nothing to their name 
and set out to look for work and 
make a fortune for themselves 
They walked through the woods 
and came upon an old man with a 
long beard. "Where are you going 
my children?” 
“To find someone who will em- 
ploy us,” came the reply. 
“Come with me and | will give 


20 








you some work 

So they set out again and 
crossed many forests and fields 
and came across a pretty house 
surrounded by a cherry or- 


chard. In the orchard stood a 
beautiful girl. The eldest brother 
said, “wish | could marry that 
girl and have my own cattle and 
farm. 
The old man agreed and mar- 
ried him off to the girl 
Novenber'7 GOKULAM 
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gain, they came across a 
Are with a mill and a girl 
standing there. The second 
brother said, “I wish | could marry 
her and have a mill of my own.” The 
old man agreed and married him 
off to the girl. After more travelling 
they came across a poor house, in 
which stood the prettiest girl. The 
youngest brother said, "| wish |had 
that girl for wife. We would work 
together and help the poor.” So he 
was also married to the girl 
Alter several years the old man 
went to see his foster sons. He 
dressed like a beager, went to the 
eldest son's house. He said, “Kind 
sir, give this poor man some 
money." “Rascal! you can work 





Lazy guy!" came the reply from the 
eldest son, though he was very, 
very rich, 

The old man went to the house 
of the second son. He too was very 
rich. The old man said, "Please, 
kind sir, give this old man some 
bread.” The second son said, “Get 
away! | do not have enough food 
for myself.” 

Empty - handed, the old man 
came to the youngest of the brath- 
GOKULAM Kovenber 97 





ers and begged. “Please kind sir, 
give this beggar some food.” 

The youngman welcomed the old 
man inside his house, which was 
neat and clean, though very small 
The youngest son's wife gave him 
bread and brought him some good 
clothes to wear. Her husband saw a 
wound in the old man’s chest. He 
asked the old man about it. “Dear 
child, | do not know how the wound 
was caused. Nobody can help me 
to heal it. Even if they can, they 
won't...” said the old man, 

“Well, tell me how | can help 

"You will have to burn your 
house and sprinkle the ash on my 
wound.” said the old man. 

“Let us burn our 
house. We can build an- 
other house, but once 
the man dies he won't 
‘come back again,” said 
the wife of the youngest 
brother. 

So, they burnt down 

their house. But no 
sooner had they burnt down their 
house than there stood a beauti- 
ful, magnificent house. Just as his 
poor house was transformed into 
a mansion his brothers’ houses 
tumbled to dust. 

Only then did the youngest son 
realise that the old man was his 
foster father. But suddenly the old 
man vanished! 

‘Ashapoorna, age - 11, 
Mysore. 
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M to wash, iron, 
vacuum clean and 
milk three cows. 

A Dalmatian for an old 
man with a good sense of 
smell and big black spots. 

Tutor for a four year old 
and a six year oid - one 
who is not allergic to toads 
lizards and porcupines. 

Camera stand for a 
photographer with three 








A house for four with 
sturdy, wooden 
beams. 

A cottage for a 
family with good 
drainage. 

Ceramic dishes from Madame 
Disshaud's -ideal gift for a mother 
- in law - seldom misses target. 

Cars in mobile condition, lest 
you push it around. 

New music system (specially 
designed for MTV freaks) 

From ‘Cacophonous’ - , f 
ideal for grampas with 
hearing as good as door 
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YARDST 


fow would you measure a 
tree in your backyard? 
Would you carry a ladder and 
the inch tape or would you climb 
the tree and measure it? Here is 
an easy way to measure trees. 
Walk thirty feet away from the 
tree in question and place a 
straight stick on the ground. 


Walk a little away from the stick 
and place your head to the 
ground. The top of the tree and 


S te top of the stick should 


appear in a straight line. 
'S. Measure the distance 
S,. between the stick and 


Now form 


an imaginary 
triangle - 
between the 
tree top, the ground and the 
place you were standing. 
Measure the stick and form a 
triangle between the stick the 
place you were standing and the 
top of the stick. 

If the distance from the tree to 
your eye is 36 feet and the length 
of the stick was four feet, then 
the tree is 24 feet in height 








posts. 
Wanted for experiments - 
stinky old dames for the ‘Live- 
La-Newt-Perfumes.” 
Second-hand toaster for a 
newly-wed couple - to toast 
them black and white. 
Flying brooms for a witch that 


4 


zooms. 
The above ads are an example of 
misrepresented items that | came 
across in newspapers and magazines, 
Along with it go a few from my 

fanciful brain. 
P. Kavitha, age 13, 
Chennai, 
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popularly referred to as ‘Bidya 
Dadu’. His native village had 
been rechristened "Bidya Mohan 
Para.” 


NOT VERY OLD! 


Dr. Simon Goodwin and John 
Gribbin believe the universe is 
13 billion years old. The latest 
estimate of the oldest star is 

that it is 12 billion years old. 


‘TEEN’ DOGS 


Like teenagers, dogs also get 
acne’. The Chinese crested dog 


OLDEST MAN 


Bidya Mohan Debbarman is 
137 years old and lives in Tripura 
Debbarman went to a hospital for 
eye ailment and his age attracted 
the doctor's attention. Debbar- 
man is the ‘Sardar’ of a 
mandal of 19 villages and is 
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cows listened to classical music. 


PINK 
BUBBLEGUMS 


Bubble gums were pink in 
colour because that was the only 
food colouring Walter Diemer had 
in his house when he invented 
bubble gums in 1928, 





SURESH 
K. ANJUM. 











is attacked by zits too. When the 
Chinese crested dog reaches 
adolescence acne starts 
popping out all over his 
face, This is because the 
dog is almost totally 
bald and has a super 

sensitive skin. 


MILK AND 
Music 


Bethany Welch of Ashland, 
Ohio experimented with cows to 
find out their milk yield. She play- 
ed country music and the cows 
yielded 6.2% more than the 
normal yield. She played rock and 
the cows yielded 4.7% more than 
normal and 1.6% more when the 
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IN THE CITY HOSPITAL 


ALL THE CHILDREN ARE 
FROM THE SAME VILLAGE 
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HARI CAUTIONED 
‘THE SCHOOL 
PEOPLE 











a MOMENTS HARI & 
‘SHAG WERE FLYING UP-STREAM 
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JUST IN TIME HARI 
GRABBED THE TRUCK 








HAPPENING 
‘THE TRUCK... 











na town lived 
{ two men - 
Ramu and 
Raja. Ramu was 
greedy, rich and 
stingy while Raja 
was an able, hon- 
est and a kind 
man. Impressed 
by Raja's piety, 
God presented 
him with an 
“Akshya pathra.” 
Raja used itto gain 
wealth and distrib- 
uted it to the poor. 
Greedy Ramu 
wondered how a 
poor man like Raja 
could amass 
wealth and help 
the poor too? 
Ramu visited 
Raja and asked 
him about the 
secret of his 
newfound riches. 
Raja narrated the 
story of the akshya 
pathra and wished 
for a grant of 
sumptuous meal 
for Ramu. Ramu 
pondered over a 
way to get the 
akshya pathra. He 
even — contem- 
plated killing Raja. 
That night God 
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appeared before Raja and pre- 
sented him a hair band which 
would make him invisible. 

Ramu stole the akshya pathra 
from Raja's house. As he was leav- 
ing he watched in amazement as 
an object flew past him. He hid 
behind a screen to solve the mys- 
tery of the flying object. A litle later 
he found Raja appear as if by 
magic. Raja placed a band on the 


table and left. 
and wore it and lo! he was 
A invisible. Needless to say, 


Ramu stole the band too, 
With the akshya pathra and the 
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amu picked up the band 


Ya prevtiny, 


Sep aac 


hairband Ramu now in- 
dulged in robbery. He 
amassed huge amounts of 
wealth this way. 

A spate of robberies in 
the town kept the police on 
tenterhooks, They had no 
clues as the culprit left no 
evidence. The police an- 
nounced a reward for catch- 
ing the thief, 

Meanwhile, Raja was up- 
set over losing his gifts. He 
connected the spate of rob- 
beries to his missing gifts 
and guessed some one was 
misusing the gifts. 

Raja drafted a plan and 
spoke to the police about it 
Accordingly, on a cloudy 
day the policmen kept vigil 
all over the town. Scientists 
sprayed solid CO, over the clouds 
and created heavy artificial rain. 
Invisible Ramu stood in the heavy 
downpour. 

The rain drops which could not 
enter his body created a shadow 
and the police shot at the invisible 
man. Ramu was shot in the arm, 
As Ramu fell, the hairband also fell, 
and Ramu became visible. Ramu 
was taken to prison after being 
treated for the wound. 

Everyone praised Raja for his 
deeds. He continued to use the 
wealth for the betterment of the 
people. 

S. Sivaramakrishnan (age 15), 










Madurai, 
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* Blood donation 


‘itil 17th century 
blood circulation 
in the body 


remained a mystery 
William Harvey takes the 
credit for discovering that 
blood circulated in the 
body. Before Harvey 
scientists had proved that 
blood ‘ran’ in the body. It 
was Harvey who found 
ut that it circulated in the 
body. Surgeons before 
him dissected dead humans 
to find out how the heart and 
blood vessels behaved 
Since blood does not 


circulate in the body after death 
Harvey decided to dissect animals 
to see what happened inside the 
body. 

He opened the chest cavity and 
observed how the heart worked. 


It throbbed and then lay motionless the 
next moment. This was the rhythm, 
He took the living heart in his hand 
and observed several interesting things. 
It became hard and then soft. It 


enlarged and became soft and grew 
small and became hard. When it was 
larger it sucked in blood and became 
red. 


He then traced the path of blood 
throughout the body. Blood flowed out 
of the heart through the arteries and 
returned to it through veins. He found 
that the passages for blood were all one 
way. He found that blood flow in 
opposite direction was prevented by the 
numerous blood vessels themselves. 
He calculated that the heart pumped 
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MYSTERY 





CALLED 






two ounces of blood at every stroke and 
there are 72 such strokes in a minute. 
He calculated that the heart pumped 
15,000 gallons per day. All his 
experiments lead to only one 
conclusion - that blood flowed from 
heart and then returned to it. 

Scientists had earlier believed that 
blood ran from the heart upto the toes 
and fingers and was used up! But the 
greatest mystery was - how were these 
arteries and veins connected? Another 
scientist found this out after Harvey's 
death, 

Harvey did not realise that a simple 
microscope could have helped him in 
finding the blood’s routes. 
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M. Jagadish, Std. IX, 
Coimbatore. 






B. Padmashree, age 12, 
Chennai 


Yogeeta, age 10, Secunderabad. 
4 November 97 GOKULAM, 


‘Sumanta Ranjan Pal, age 14, 
NADIA. 







M. Shashi Kiran, age 15, 
Bangalore 
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IN THE WILD 











he prickly heat of the 
merciless sun drives you to 
take a walk along the beach 


if you are lucky enough to live in a 
coastal region. The vast stretch of 
the timeless sea cools off your tired 
eyes. 

‘And what a feast to the eyes! The 
beautiful blue sea, the rhythmic ebb 
and flow of water, the cool breeze that 
gently touches you — all these may 
trigger your imagination to write a 
poem, But at the same time several 
questions may also sail their way up 
and compel you to find convincin; 
answers, 














0 you know how the seas wer. 
born? The seas first formed 


> | 


when the earth began to cool soon 
after its birth and hot vapour covered 
the surface of the globe. They were 
further nourished by water rushing 
through volcanic holes from the 
interior of the earth. The water of 
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these young seas was not pure like 
rain water. It contained vast 
quantities of chlorine, bromine 
iodine, nitrogen and several other 
rare substances due to the constant 
let out into the sea by the rivers. So, 
over millions of years, the sea has 
been getting saltier and saltier 

How deep is the sea? Well, it is so 
deep that the highest mountain, 
Everest, would fit 








into the deepest 






part of the ocean with its peak 
lometre below the surface! On the 
other hand, the biggest mountains in 
the sea are so huge that they rise 
above the surface of the waters to 
form chains of islands! 





Noenber 97 GOKULAM, 











Gare": have distinguished 
three major divisions of the 


the Pacific 
the Aulantic and the Indian Ocean. 


world’s water surface 


the ocean depth, we get islands 
Thus, the Galapagos islands, six 
hundred miles from the coast of 





America, are nothing but the 


‘The Pacific is the larrest and the 


peaks of a submarine ridge. ‘These 





\ds are full of reptiles like giant 
tortoises, marine iguanas and sea 





As you step into 





slands, it is as if 
you have stepped back in 
time when such creatures 
roamed freely before the 
arrival of 


mammals, 
deepest depth of the 


Pacific is 2,342 fathoms, or just over 
14,000 feet. ‘The shallawest of the seas, 
the Persian Gulfis just 84 feet deep! 

‘The beds of the oceans have their 
own mountains and valleys. Where 


‘The averag 


The cool sea water that washes 





your feet is not always cold. ‘The 
hottest sea water in the world is 
found in summer in the Persian Gulf 
where the temperature reaches 96°F, 


the mountain ranges are higher than The Red sea is almost equally hot 
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at 94°F. But the seas north-east of 
Japan have been known to be as cold 
as 27°F, and as hot as 83°F. This 
extreme variation is due to the 
successive advance and retreat of 
cold and warm currents. 





‘ea water is a very complex 

mixture, Of the 90 known ele- 
ments, more than one-third have 
‘been found in the sea. But the great 
bulk of this is common salt, or 
sodium chloride. The Atlantic is the 
saltiest ocean, the Indian Ocean 
coming next, 

“Water, water, everywhere. 

Nor any drop to drink”. 

‘True words! Death from thrist 
while surrounded by water is not 
unknown even to the modern sailors. 
How awful! 





I. the colour of the sea blue? There 
is a close relationship between the 
colour and the transparency of sea 


‘An dlephaol wos bodhy ojred ond] 
needed blood. An ont wos porsing by 
Another ant asked il, 
going?” 

Fran le dena Mend 








water. The bluer it is the more trans- 
parent it tends to be. The Medi- 
terranean sea is blue and the North 
sea is almost green. In mid-ocean, 
patches of green are due to swarms 
of plankton, the minute organism 
which forms the chief food of smaller 
fishes. 

‘As you descend into the sea, the 
water becomes colder. Soon itis close 
to freezing. Beyond 1200 feet the 
light of the sun cannot penetrate. 

Yes, the sea is indeed very 
wealthy! Approximately from one 
hundred and fiftieth of the ocean's 
content, we can extract nearly 
6,000,000 tons of magnesium, 
117,000,000 tons of salt, 94,000,000 
tons of silver, 35,000,000 tons of sul- 
phuric acid and 3,000,000 tons of 
goldl! Imagine, how rich the sea is! 

Beautiful pearls are found near 
the Baharin islands, in the Persian 
Gulf. The lovely pearl presented by 
Caesar to Brutus’ mother, was worth 
‘over £50,000. No less than £70,000 
was given for a pearl by the Shah of 
Persia in 1633. A pearl as big as a 
plum was worn by the wife of Charles 
Tin her hat, 

It is disgusting that men pollute 
the majestic sea and ruthlessly 
harvest its wealth, Year after year 
hunters have found new ways of 
locating the sea animals and birds, 
new designs for nets, new techniques 
for taking away greater and greater 
catches. Man's greed has put at risk 
the survival of even the richest and 
most productive part of his planet - 
the mighty sea, 


Dr. CLEMENT LOURDES 
Pondicherry 
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Practicals in 
Recweme the 

story of the 
crow drinking 
water from a | 
pitcher by throw- 
ing stones into it? 
That is our first AV) 
understanding of 


Archemides’ prin- 






ciple of equal displacement of liquid. Now mineral saits in 
forsomb advanced science. Here are a few the soil? 
questions. Check if your answers are right 15. Animal and 
later. what materials 
1. The three methods of science are form compost? 
observation, experiment and.....? 16. What is the 
2, Coal, Marble, Silicon, Diamond — name of the 
Which of the above items’ origin is in jelly-like living 
animal? substance 
3, What is the Red planet? found in plant 
4, What are the respiratory holes on leaves cells? 
called? Did you know man 
5. |s carbon dioxide heavier than air? breathes 16 times in 
6. Why can fish not live in bolled water? _@ minute, normally. 
7. What is mist with a mixture of dust, fumes wscid 


soot, etc. called? 0449 10 wiso|d0jO1d, 
91 ‘SJOUe}OW jUDIG, 


8, What happens when you mix oll and 31 clon ou} 


water and shake them well? Sil) soInBUBIsey 
9, How are echoes heard? Z| ‘peuy-woeus 
10. If female mosquitoes feed on blood ‘II ‘se2Inf 1uoid ‘Ot 


what do male mosquitoes feed on? PeWeye! SP ENON 
unos 4 “UOISINU ‘g 


11, How is the body of a fish described? Bouls:, su penjosp. 
12. What kind of wings does a butterfly so ousny Jeyomparog 

have? 9 ‘S84 “G "DIDWOIS 
13. What is the blade of a leaf called? Lies bald ha! 


14, Into what doesthe bacteriachangethe % MON/OINTSN 
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Game Devised by : ANUPAMA SHEKHAR, age 11, 
Mlustration : LALITHA Bangalore. 


















THE LIONS, 






LION SAFARI: 


SCARE YOU. | w; HAS: 
ayia (AIT IN THE ecu 
ZOO. START 
FROM THE TREE. 
BEGINNING. Miss 











HEAVY RAIN. GO. 
TO THE SHELTER V. 


YOU'RE LUCKY. 
GOTO ZAND 
WATCH 


ELEPHANT 
SHOW. 
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HAVE ANCE 


BOARD THE 
MISSA TURN MINI-TRAIN, 


iH J KANGAROO 
} 





In this game, you have to start with ‘Nar 

as you move on, you have to follow the — 
instructions in the boxes. Whoever reaches 
‘Z’ first is the winner. You need counters or 
coins. You also need a dice. 
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oth Wiliam Tell and 
Newton had one 
thing in common - the 
apple. In the UK alone 
2,000 varieties of apples 
have been recorded, 
Apples are one of the 
earliest fruits grown by 
man. They are believed 
to have originated in 
eastern Europe and West, 
Asian regions. Ancient 
Romans are believed to 
have known seven 
Varieties of apple. 

Today we know that a 
lot of experimenting and 
mix and match is carried 
‘out while growing apples. 
‘Nurserymen experiment 
by grafting and by 





“GLOBE TROTTING 





fertising the blossoms to cross breed 
them. 

In Britain two varieties of apples 
custard and codline were grown upto 
17th century. Quality, dessert apples 
were introduced by France in 14th 
century. Because of their red skin, 
apples were even known as pippins. 

The famous Cox's orange pippins 
were introduced in 1830 by Mr. Cox. The 
famous Worcester Pearmin was 
introduced by Mr. Hale of Worcester in 
1873. In the UK 20 varieties of apples 
are grown commercially 

In recent times we have also realised 
the value of apples and india too has vast 
areas in Himachal Pradesh under apple 


cultivation. It is also exported, 


S. Subhathra, age 13, 
Coimbatore, 
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YEG APPU, MonKeYS 
ARE THE ACROBATS 
OF THE TuNGLe! 


















Ha HA!...Jé4 SURE 
yeumustee we | 
Finest acropat | 
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DAB SONE COLOUR OM THS SCENE, 











A] inth block, eve- 
BAY ryeoay get 

iN down,” came 
the conductor's in- 
struction as the bus 
halted. It had stopped 
near an overflowing 
garbage bin. There 


Were murmurs of pro- 
test among passengers and | several thoughts haunted me 





wondered if it would develop into. _| was astonished that she 
another passenger - conductor didn’t know that the next day was 
tiff. [leapt on 
to the road 
and walked 


off. A short 
distance 
away two 
women were 
arguing. As | 
approached 
them, one of 
them asked 
me, “tomor- 
row is Inde- 
pendence 
day, fsn't it?” 
"Yes, — in- 
deed,” | re- 
plied, as 














yoursal without 
abortion? But how?” 





the Independence day. Ofcourse 
all of us remember it as a holiday 
and plan ahead ways of spend- 
ing it. 

Some go to the movies, some 
laze at home, before the idiot box. 
But how many of us fancy going 
to school o salute the tri-coloured 
flag? 

Mahatma Gandhi tops the list 
of people who fought for our 
country's freedom. He used the 
weapon of non-violence against 
the guns and armour of the Brit- 
ish. He always met adversity with 


fortitude 
Wy struggled for freedom, lead- 
ers today have only the fol- 
igwing qualification and experi- 
ce. 


hile leaders of the past 
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Edu- 
cational 
qualifi- 
cations 
— nil 

Expe- 
rience in 
money 
making - 
many 
years; 

Asso- 
ciates - 
criminals 

and black sheep bureau- 

crats; 
Permanent address - 

Tihar jail. 

When India won freedom in 
1947, few would have dreamt that 
all our polticians' target would be 
the seat in Delhi, whether they de- 
serve it or not! 

To serve our country all 
we have to do is something help- 
ful to others.We serve our coun- 
try only when we serve 
society, 

Every year Ganesh chaturthi 
and new year's day are observed 
in every street. Similarly, on inde- 
pendence day we could educate 
street children around our home 
on the importance of the day 
by hoisting our flag. 

S. Madhusudhan, 
age 13, 
Bangalore. 
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[i goidier removed the shawl covering 
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{he villagers tors. 


























+ hybrid varieties for IS AN 


increased population 







knowledge if only tp 
fe less dreary. Science 
since it betters 
edies, gives us 

er food, helps us live in 
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comfort in beautifully designed 
houses and allows us to enjoy 
our leisure. We wonder what 
future changes science can 
bring about in our 

lives. 

Radio isotopes help in 
improving crop/tood 
production and in the field of 
agriculture we have now 
atleast 100 strains of paddy! 
Genetic engineering of plants 
has given us a variety of 
plants, fruits and 
vegetables which are 
more nutritious than ever 
before 

Barren lands are now 
lush vegetation because 
man has used his mind to 
make a river flow the way 
he wants it. Flood control 
measures will prevent 
deaths and damage to 
crops. Science has 
taught us to use solar power. 
Though solar power is still 
costly scientists are working 
hard to reduce it. Today solar 
energy is used as fuel even to 
transport us. Science has 
brought to us the knowledge 
that we are in constant search 
for truth 


hen man learnt to 

rub two stones to 

create fire science 
had arrived. Necessity is the 


GOKULAM November 97 





mother of invention. Yet it was 
this necessity that made man 
cruel to the very surrounding 
God had created for him and 
from where he had originated. 

Man is searching outer 
space for an answer, but he 
should not forget that in his 
quest for something new, he 
kills the old and brings an end 
to himself. 

The very construction of 
dams has sometimes resulted 


+ An artist's concept 
‘ofa satelite 


in imbalances in environments. 
It has now become extremely 
difficult to preserve the green 
earth. Science which helped 
man progress is now 
threatening the very existence 
of life, as the ozone layer 
continues to deplete. Science 
must be used diligently so that 
earth does not become a 
lifeless planet. 
G. Madhuri, 
Std Vill, 
Nagpur. 
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[Adapanese Folktale] 











\Anl That chest. Tt if 
looks big 
enough... and 


K. gmail enous 
(Ss 


Script: Kamala Chandrakant | 
| tustration Lalitha— | PART II! 
eae ne tamale apposed \ 

; q a | 
yt isindeed core 4p | 
"around here. I'd bet 





pulled the lid shut... 
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At midnight he suddenly woke up] 
with a start T 


What a bad dream that 
was! The shrieking and the 


howling... 











-—2/"\lwi—_-GR papa 
lie ~ Seppe 
ie éo\ (The very temple is 


ago? ( lg ae Crh what anil 
eh aioe A 
ce _— = ——-, =| 














‘After what seemed an age to 
the terrified boy- 











Vow Ser 
But I'm staying 

{ right here tillthe 

(sun shines strong 
and bright. 

| And when at jast it did, the sot 

Istepped gingerly out of the chest. 


=~ 


A vicious, huge, rat-gobiin lay} 
- + imangled on the floor 
Ws dead, 
‘have nothing 

















Now, 
what was 
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(7 But who.... how.... what... Then suddenly something caught! 


there's not another creature 





He knew... the priest knew | 
would come here. He knew 
about the rat goblin... His 
advice... Itis all so clear now! 














The goblin that had chased away the learned priests was 
no match for the dedicated artist who breathed life and power 
into his work. 

And to this day the Japanese proudly display the works of 
the boy who in time became the most renowned artist of their 
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hearing some noise. 
She found my 
brother throwing the 
marbles in the tin into 
the pond, Plop! went 
the last marble. My 
aunt stood stunned. 
Recovering from the 
shock she said, “there 
goes the last of my 
expensive marbles into 
the pond!” 

When my mother asked 












W. him why 

e were he had 
visiting my aunt. thrown the 
My brother, marbles 
Keshav, was two into the 
years old. My pond, he 
mother and aunt responded, 
were busy in the ‘Just to hear 
kitchen while my brother was it plop.” 

playing with a biscuit tin. My Harishankar, 
aunt walked into the garden on New Delhi. 


‘On this dreaded plastic, 
This problem stretches like 
elastic 
Why don't people use paper 
bags 
(Or bags made of cloth and rags 
And avoid plastic bags 


‘Soon the world will be flooded 

with plastics 

‘That is why I said-that this 
stretching like elastic. 


G. Deepika, age 11, 
Calcutta. 





GOKULAM Novente 97 a7 


peror Akbar had a great love Sarkar, I saw a very 
for stories. Many a storyteller _ strange thing today. 
had earned a handsome A she-goat 
reward by merely telling the 
emperor a tale. 

The wise Birbal realised it 
was not for the good of the 
emperor to neglect his duties 
for such frivolity. The 
emperor's kindness 
towards the story 
teller had made the 
man proud and 
irreverant to the 
court ministers. 
Birbal decided to 


dragged a tiger 
by its ear. The 
emperor 
laughed 
over the 















AND THE 


teach the story 
teller a lesson. 

One day the 
story teller came DB 
to the court and ot 
told the emperor : 
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the man’s foot. Frightened, the man 
held on to the tail of the buffalo 
forcing it to move out of the water. 
The man was being pulled by the 
buffalo from one side and the 
crocodile from the other, The man 
was cut into two and the 
animals each carried away 
apart. 

“Luckily for the man a 
doctor happened to pass by 
at that time. The doctor 
brought from somewhere a 
portion of a she-goat and stuck it 
to the man and made him whole. And 
what's more, that man is still alive.” 
After this story, nobody ever saw the 
fantastic story teller again in the 
court. 


Ramya Krishnan, age 15, 
Thane. 





absurdity of the Teacher (Jo Roju) + Roy why 
story. “But sarkar,” Mm Beh 
spoke up Birbal, “this ae ae 
is nothing compared Roja + Teacher, Ios searching 
#2 hat Teaw the for my pen which fll onthe rood. 
other day. Do you Teacher (to Ajay) + Ajou, 
wish to hear that wth the reascn fr your coming 
story?” Late? 

“Yes.” Ajos + Teaches Ives standing 

“Sarkar, that day @ |. 4's cen, lo hide it frcm 
cowherd took his k 
buffalo to the river. - 
‘A crocodile suddenly S. Subeomanion, SH. IX. 
emerged from the Trond, 
waters and grabbed 





GOKULAM Kents 97 





g 


@ Dear Grandma worm, 
| can't speak Hindi fluently. | 
hesitate between words and stammer. 
\ can't make myself clear to others, 
Girish V. Sahani, Std. Vil, 
‘Ahmedabad. 
(J Dear Girish, 
Read story books and talk only in 
Hindi whenever you get the opportunity 
Unless you have been a stammerer 
from birth you won't have any trouble 
in speaking the language. 


@ Dear Grandma worm, 

Jamin Sid, Vil and I have troubl 
with math. I score 80 marks. I can't 
understand what my math teacher is 
teaching 

Roshini, age 11, Bangalore. 
© Dear Roshi 

See last issue for an answer to 
this question. 





®) Dear Grandma worm, 
My mind wanders about when | 
should be thinking of studies. | am 
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GRANDMA 


WORM 


extremely playful and can't get myself 
to concentrate on studies. | love 
watching TV and playing games, 

V. Supriya, Std. IX, Hyderabad. 
@ Dear Supriya, 

The best way is to get into the 
act. Play games for an hour, watch TV 
and read story books. Then try finishing 
your portions before exams. | bet you 
will learn what needs to be done 
immediately should be done now and 
TV and games and books will wait, 


i} Dear Grandma worm, 

Why should we be born black? | 

want to be fair. 
Sandeep Bhoite, Std. XI, Goa. 

© Dear Sandeep, 

You probably have studied that 
the colour of your body owes itself 
to pigments 
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You must have studied also that 
pigmentation is heriditary. Then you 
have no choice! Better develop yourself 
than worry about your colour. 


() Dear Grandma worm, 

am in class V and | am poor in 
math. | try to read it but cannot 
understand it. 

Praveen, age 9, Bangalore, 
(i) Dear Praveen, 

Math is one subject you have to 
work out, not read like history or 
geography. Work out the problems 
‘over and over again, You will score 
well 





Dear Grandma worm, 
am very short-tempered. Do you 
have a solution? 
Jyoti D. Kamath, age 12, Manipal. 
{§) Dear Jyoti, 
Everytime you get angry, drink a 
‘glass of water or count til 100 or punch. 
a pillow til your anger is gone. 





Love, 


wa ist 
pant 


7a, a 


ed 10 


chy, fondly 
Neb aeh by & 
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RECIPE TO BEA 
GOOD FRIEND 
You need: 


I cup friendly words 
Ye cup temper 


2 tsp jokes 
¥% cup understanding 





Method; 

Blend all ingredients well 

and serve garnished generously 
with a smile. 

Note: This measure will 

serve 3. 
G. Bindya (age LD, 
New Delhi. 








od wanted to create 
some forms of life on 
earth. First, he created 
the donkey and said, 
“You will not have any brains, you 
will carry huge loads on your back 
for your master. You will be on the 
streets and eat paper. You will 
live for 60 years.” 
The donkey replied 
“God, 60 years is too 
much for me. | will live 


for 20 years." God granted his 
wish. 

God then created the monkey 
and said, "You will have a litle brain 
and will do amazing things. You 
will never be on the ground. You 
will never be in one place. You will 
be on trees and will jump from one 
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branch to another. You will live for 
20 years.” 

The monkey replied, "God, 20 
years is too much for me to live. | 
will ive for 10 years.” God granted 
its wish. 

God then created the dog and 
said, “You will be a faithful animat, 
You will eat whatever your master 
gives. You will guard his house in 
return. You will live for 25 

years. 

The dog replied, “God, 
25 years is too much for 
me to live. | will live 
for 15 years," so God 
granted his wish. 

Finally, God cre- 
ated man and said, 

‘You will be the ma: 
ter of the universe. 
You will be the 
supreme being 
and you will live 











for 20 years.” 
Man replied 
God, 20 years is 
too less a time. Give 
‘me in addition the re- 
maining 40 years that 
the donkey did not want, the re 
maining 10 years of monkey's life 
November 7 GOKULAM 


~ = 





and the 10 years that dog did not 
want." God granted him his wish. 
That is why man lives for 20 years 
as aman and during the remain- 
ing 60 years he carries the load of 
his family, like a donkey; then like 
a monkey he jumps from one 





Tana 


child's house to the other in search 
of succour and at last like a dog 
when no one wants him in his old 
age he remains faithful to the son 
who cares for him guarding his 
house and the children! 
N. Ashok, age 17%, 
Bangalore. 
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You Need : 


2 cups or 150 gms of Milk Powder, 
3% cup oF 50 gms of Sugar, 

Yecup or 40 gms of Butter, 

2 table spoons Cocoa Powder, 
Water, 

Nuts to taste, 


Method : 


Boil water and sugar to form a thick 
syrup. (On touching, It must form 
strings). Melt the butter and add to sugar 
syrup. Add seived Milk Powder and Co- 
ccoa Powder little by little. Add the cut 
nuts. Mix well fora few minutes. Spread 
‘evenly ona plate and cut it into any shape 
you like, 
- Preethi Prabhakar, 
Bangalore. 
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neagle has very sharp vision. It 
may be flying two hundred feet 
above ground but it can spot its 
prey and swoop on it even 
‘before the prey has realised 

its death is imminent. On the other hand 

spiders can see only upto 10 cm. The 

rest is a mist. The snail too is 

short sighted. 

Cats are nocturnal crea- 

tures. Their eyes have silvery 

crystal like structures like 

tiny mirrors. These collect 

light which finds its way into 


the eyes and magnifies the ob- 
jects. But during day the cat 
finds sunlight blinding and re- 
mains hidden from bright lights 


‘STAND STILL 
IF A DOG CHASES 
You 


Cats sleep during day just as 
lizards, sharks and owls, all 

good examples of nocturnal 

beings. 

The dog can see only moving objects. So, 
to escape a ferocious dog all you have to do 
is to stand still. Frogs fallin the same cat- 
egory. Horseflies stay motionless when they 
see a frog} Yet other creatures like the mole 
rat, and the termites are eyeless. The mole 
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rat feels the roots of 

vegetation before 

making a meal of it 

The mole rat lives in 

hot places. 
P.SAISWAROOPA, 
age 12, Anantapur. 
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ANSWERS 


AN ‘O” 
SEARCH 


1. Obsolete 
Opaque 
Ostentatious 
Optimist 
Omniscient 
Oligarchy 
Octagenarian 



























Nomsen 





‘STATES OF 
INDIA 

1. Assam, 

2. Bihar, 

3. Chandigarh, 


4. Tamilnadu, 
Libidahtaed 5. Orissa, 















E 























1, Argon 2. Microphone 6. Punjab, 
3. Michel Farade. 7. Andhra Pradesh, 
4. Phosphorus - 32, Iodine - 131, Om Kerala, 





gen 15 
5. Madam Curie. 6. Dioptre 
7. Drycell. &. Ohm 


9. Karnataka, 
10. Jammu Kashmir, 
11. Tripura, 


9. Pasitic\ cays 10 Mom 
ri ‘ 12, Mizoram. 











RIDDLES 











“Why is heat faster 
than cold?” 
“Because you can catch 


a cold.” 
K. Lakshmi, Std Vil, 
‘Aurangabad. 
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he big day fi- 
nally dawned 
All the high 


school students were 
at the school audito- 
rium, Every where one 
could see bustle of 
children with the newly 
elected captains trying 
hard to control the ex- 
cited crowds of boys 
and girls. In a few 
minutes there was 
pin drop silence 
as the principal, 
Mr, Peterkins, and the 





, 


eat 
other teachers entered 
the auditorium and 
took their seats. After 
a prayer service ac- 
companied by the 
school song Mr. 
Peterkins came on to 
the stage and gave a 
small talk on leader- 
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ship and ended it by saying, "so keep- 
ing this in mind, | am happy to announce 
the name of the SPL of this year. This 
name has been suggested after thorough 
scrutiny of past records and long discus- 
sions, | am happy to announce the cap- 
tains selected for arts, games and 
sports. 

“Alakya of X section D is our new arts 
captain, Rahalya of X section B is our 
games captain and the sports captain is 
Rohan of X section A.” 

The high school crowd started mur- 
muring amidst loud claps. So Rohan 

wasn't the SPL afterall! 
Mr. Peterkins continued, 
“The SPL this year is... 
Rahul of X section C." 
There were loud 
cheeys and claps every- 
where and after the oath-taking 
ceremony, Rahul went to congratulate 
Rohan but he received only a weak frown 





in reply, 


II the juniors rushed to congratu- 
A: Rahul and students sur- 
rounded him 
“Congratulations Rahul. | am very 
happy and proud of our class,” said 
Daksha 
“Thanks, Daksha. | am happy to see 
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the other side of you,” said Rahul in re- 
ply. 
Amidst the crowd Rita found someone 
missing. “Clara, have you seen Rikitha? 
“| haven't seen her since morning and 
she loves such gatherings. She ought to 
be here but she is not,” said Rita. 
Rikitha was the pear! of wisdom be- 
longing to their section. She was jovial 
and friendly and was 
liked by many. 
Clara replied, 
“Yes Rita, | did see 
her with her ‘good 
for nothing’ father 
this morning in front 
of the princi's room. 
You know that 
Rikitha’s father has 
never cared for her 
and many a time she 
has had to spend 
her vacation with her 
friends because she 
had nowhere to go. 
Moreover, her father looks frightening, 
that huge moustache, tall, heavy set 
looks, thick eyebrows, large eyés and a 
husky voice. Eeks!” 
hy did he call on Rikitha all of a sud- 
den?” asked a worried Rita. “Come on 
Clara, let's find out.” Rikitha belonged to 
Rita's dormitory and suddenly they re- 
membered that they were not allowed 
into the dormitories during schoo! hours 
and now they had no other go but to have 
a talk with Mr. Peterkins. Mr. Peterkins 
was quite busy. He called Rita and Clara 
to his office and asked, "Hello, children, 


what's up? Rikitha has 
been taken away by 
her father this morn- 
ing 


hat? Mr. 
Peterkins, 
but where 


and why?" asked a 


shocked Clara, 

"I really don't know 
the reasons. Her father 
told me that he had 
many good reasons 
but refused to divulge 
even one. He didn't 
bother to tell me where 
he was taking Rikitha 
but he mentioned a 
certian Arisople island 
in the official papers. | 
really am worried about 
Rikitha. That motherless 
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Tf mummy is making delicious 
eatables how will you get past fier 
without her knowledge and get a lion's 
share? 

Here are some exciting names. 
Sandesh — Zameen ChakKar 
Laddu — Atom Bomb 

Spicy mixtures — Phooliadi/ 
sparklers 








Gulab jamuns — Diamonds 
Rosgullas — Flower pots 
‘Karashev — Pencil, rope, snake 
Let your imagination fly. ‘Better 
_get your brother or sister also into your 
secret mission. Else mummy will send 
you right out of the Kitchen if she 
catches you! 
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child had joined our school after 
topping the merit list for scholar- 
ships. Her father is an unworthy 
man himself but | am helpless es- 
pecially when the parent himself 
claims his child. Moreover, her fa- 
ther sounded very rude. Well, he 
refused to allow Rikitha stay even 
for a small send-off treat.” 

‘Oh! Mr. Peterkins, thank you 
very much for the information 
which is shocking for words,” said 
Rita. Clara could only nod and 
both the girls walked out of the 
office terrified. Soon the news 
spread like wildfire. Many stu- 
dents missed her and wondered 
about her mysterious disappear- 
ance and what else would befall 
her. 


wo weeks later, on a 
wednesday night, after 
dinner, everyone went to 

bed alter bidding each other the 

usual good nights and wishes for 
sweet dreams. 

Soon, all the students were fast 
asleep except for Sanshi, an 
eighth standard student of sixth 
floor dormitory of "West Tower.” 
Sanshi was a very sensitive girl 
who now sat worrying over the 
day's incomplete assignment. ‘I 
know it. Tomorrow Ma'am Alfred 
will scold me. My God! | need 
some fresh air,’ she thought. Go- 
ing out of the dormitory during the 
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night was punishable so she 
opened the large window beside 
her bed and began to peep out. 
Everyone was asleep. Some in- 
sects from the grassy patches 
beside the driveway were chirp- 
ing and a lone dog from some- 
where beyond the school gates 
was barking at irregular intervals 
Frogs were croaking 

from the muddy pud- 

dle just beside the 

west wall of the 

school. It was quite 
eerie but Sanshi was 
too worried about 
other things to notice 
all this. 

Suddenly Sanshi 
was rudely awakened 
from her thoughts 
when she noticed 
somebody climbing 
the huge locked gates 
leading to ‘Hillylocks. 

“Hey!” Sanshi's 
scream woke up the 
entire dormitory and even brought 
Ms, Augustine from the next door. 

"Sanshi, what are you doing 
staying up so late?" asked Clara 

“I needed some fresh air and 
then | saw someone climb our 
school gate... See for yourself,” 
the weak-hearted girl pointed to 
the gate. 

“There is nobody climbing the 
gate," said Clara, peeping out of 
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the window. 
You probably had a night- 
mare." 

"But..." protested Sanshi, 

"Come on Sanshi, the gate is 
ast should be. Nobody... WAIT?" 
screamed Clara, 

“I told you,” said Sanshi, Fear 
touched every heart and Mr, Augus- 
tine pacified them, "Calm down girls, 


| agree itis frightening. call a few 


other senior staff... maybe the 
principal himself, Well check this 
out, 
“Sit quitely in the dormitory. I'll 
be back soon." 
Everyone waited as Ms. Au- 
gustine vanished... 
Pruthvi V. Kumari, 
age 14, 
To be continued. 








co) 


(Floppy tise 
C software) 


computer is a 
human inven- 
tion which 


speeds up calculations 
and reduces mental stress 
and strain of man, If a 
computer is fed the 
correct information the 
‘output received will also 
be right. Ifgiven garbage 
it will pay you back with 
the same coin, A high- 
il of iN al output, 








excellence, integrity and a very high 
level of security is what differentiates 
computer from man, 

Virus or corruption of data is not 
generally an accident. Some persons 
deliberately corrupt data stored merely 
to strike terror in the minds of users. 
Programmers then create what is 
called a virus. Virus Vital Information 
and Resource data - meaning the 
information stored for a month or 
sometimes even years’ of hard work 
may be lost due to such an attack 

‘The first virus to be discovered was 
the Isteli ‘Black hole Virus’ in which 











ICOMPUTER: 
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roughly 1,15,000 hard disks crashed in 
Jerusalem on July 15, 1959. 

People buying BASIC programs 
found them corrupted and drive lights 
continued to signal without any reason. 

Virus are classified as - boot, file 
partition and ordinary virus. 





In the hard disk, the zeroth sector 
of the disk contains file information 
and hidden system files. 

Partition table contains information 
about the single hard disk and is 
partitioned into drives. ‘The partition 
table virus sit in this region and 
jumble the information. ‘The net 
result is the hard disk will crash. 

When an infected file is 
‘executed in the computer the virus 
takes control of the memory. Now 
when an uninfected file is executed 
then it will also be infected. The 
hard disk gets messed up and the 
user cannot gain access to any of| 
them. 





Some DO's 


1. Maintain a back up of your 
entire hard disk. 

2, Write programs to protect your 
floppies. 

3. Monitor your machines for 
known viruses 


4, Buy software from licensed 
users, Copied softwares exhibit 
chances of high infection since they 
may be copied from an already 
infected machine. 

DON'Ts 

1. Copy software. Install soft. 
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ware legally by purchasing it as it is 
worthwhile. 
2. Lend your floppies to others as it 
may be returned infected 
3. Copy games. They are high risk 
4. Change your system date to 
match a day which virus tend to attack, 
5. Let others use your machine. 


V. Rajagopalan, age 12, 
V. Seshadri, age 17, 
Bangalore, 





fer the next 100 years, vast 
nd tracts will be sub- 
jerged in water, people 
may strave, glaciers will melt and 
deserts may expand, 

‘These are not the predictions of 
Nostradamus but the results of global 
warming, 

Global warming triggered in part 
by human activity, will cause a rise of, 
0.5% to 15° celeuis in the average 
surface temperature, melt one-third of 
earth's glaciers and cause a rise of 
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about 15-100 em in the sea level by 
2100 A.D. Change in climate will 
affect all coutries one way or the other, 
but the poor countries already 
suffering from hot climates, deserts 
‘and insufficient agricultural produc- 
tions are sure to suffer the most 

‘The slow and steady rise “in 
temperature on earth caused by 
increase in carbon dioxide and 
industrial gases in the environment 
(gases like CFC - Chloro Fluro 
Carbon), has destroyed the ozone layer 
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above the earth’s atmosphere. Ozone 
is a form of oxygen present in earth's 
atmosphere in small amounts. It is 
located about 30 km above the earth's 
surface providing a shield against the 
lethal ultra-violet rays of the sun. 
Depletion in ozone layer will mean 
death. of life forms on earth as ultra- 
violet rays cause diseases like cancer, 
brain disorder and eye problems. 

Gases like carbon dioxide and other 
gases warm the earth’s atmoshpere and. 
trap the heat in the atmosphere 
Burning of fossil fuels and destruction 
of forests result in such activity. 

Global warming will result in - 
change in forestation around the globe. 
Cold tundra regions will become warm 
enough to have forests. Ice caps will 
melt. Newer and different crop va 
ties may be grown while farmlands in 
hot areas become unusable. Tropical 
countries will face further food shor- 
tage. Deserts will become hotter and. 
glaciers will disappear. Higher tem- 
peratures will result in more extreme 
storms and warmer climate in the north. 
will lead to increased incidence of 
epidemics like malaria, attacking 
about 80 million people annually. 

Remedy : The only way to curtail 
global warming is to take up efficient 
energy system, increase forest cover 
and use judiciously our depleting 
resources. 


Compiled by Noel K. Toms, 


age 13, 
Ernakulam. 
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This apostle of peace, love and 
compassion, 

An angel of mercy ful of kindness 
and devotion 


Bent with age and faith undaunted 
A soul full of good deeds, 


A helping hand to the poor in 
need. 


Sincere and true in heart and 
mind, 
What a beautiful memory she lft 
behind! 
R. Sandhya, 
VIStd, Chennai. 


73 


UI} By} JO sow ‘PasepUOM 
UIpBD PUD SUI} sioyUM LOK 
-s9uais YyBnou! Jo PIDEy 
-un opauyiy o1do} D ‘syeuDjd 
JBUJO UO SULIO} 941] Jo BOUAISKS 








eq2io# pucces s.orput - ovoxs0N8 











S N 


Bu} BUYOBYSeAU! Jo Ajiqissod 
U4} PIOBa! MOU PUD 103} JNO Jo 
Yonu |s0] eADY OM JUL S| INSEL 
J9U9U| “9Y] NO UI POB euOsSMO 
JO pUly awWOs sD peiDeddo 
‘060 saunjueo omy Ajsious yorum 
sounjd seyjouD of Buyjarosy 


“zens o 5] a90ds sono nogo BuIWOeT . 


ajpjdwejuos uens am your 
AOPO} UO!NQuUOD sy! S| YONW 
05 “sJauDId 1eYJo Jo @Bpeymouy 
4N© SMO eM BDUBIDS OL 
“eoua|os Aq pausenoB 
810 S@4IAYOO INO YO jsoWsJO deals 
0} 06 am eu au) 0} sul 119q 
JOOP BUY BOUIS JAA *{90} UI 
eous}os 
Aq pein 810 yUUp eM 4OUy 
HILL BY} UBAS PUD ‘S|IPYS LOYOD 
JUNWLOD *SjDIYEA BUINO {0} 
JNQ “eiNsde|d PUD WHOYD Sy 20] 
YM BOUAINS NOW ayF] “BOUIN 
Buyeyunosue jnouym [eADd 
40 Adjd 40 408 10 “eny| JOU 8M 
‘2OUBIOS |NOYYM BI} JO @AJBDUCD 
JOUUDS eM “edUEINs JO PIOW 
-PuDY D aLU0Dq ADPO} SOY ay! 
490} U} “BuyAy Jo Weyjod ino pe 
-doys pu papinow 
soy s0URI9g “8oUB!s 
Jo @B0 uD u} any & 












Nowmber 97 GOKULAM 


su} UO Panone 1808 
soy JOU Bujeq ewesdns 
euj ‘suowNYy — oy 
‘|| PUD SaN|OA UE}OUD 
ino joedse1 04 wiD9} 
am pinoys os eoue|os 
Bujsn ese ydsowyo 
@Uj [O1UOS O} WDA} OF 
Yon PIP eM so ysnr 

SOn|OA 
Moypyey puo joIny 
ind 'UDWNY Peso1}s9p 
spy eua|9g ‘ses06 sno 
uosjod @sn of @jDysey 
JOU Se0p pu ‘squiog 
seunjoojnuow "s}ueW 
yy ows o9pnuu 81014 








“DPOMBADIIA 
“IA “PIS ‘DAUDADT US “d 
“eoue|Ds eLUDs 64 Bulsn “yoo 


snouDo1n 0 smous ey ADPO} UA 


S@YU@AOISIP PUD SUOUBAL! OY 
-YUB!DS B54 UM DOADY SYOSIM 
IS UOU “UOSSE} SI4) @Ydsq 
eIS05IP 
UL UHM Suda} 0} BUILWOD IIHS 
@1D Aeyy Ainjued © Joy 1840 PUD 
pajdduo ewoseq UCU e1yUe 
Uy PUY 6M PIP JOM PUY ‘ony 
peepul e1em peinjoojnuow 
SENSO|AKE OY} JO WID|O AOA OY 
J14NO Puy 04 Aja!0U YBNO} a10m 
SIOM “98ND © AjoNbe |}! 4A 
JUOPUNPA! UOW JO NEGO} 
SNOUOJOUOW PUD BUUOS|IO} UY 
Jo Yon epow soy eDUEIDg 
‘pejpedsai uane 
JOU 219% Si94UM YONS PUD Ys}Oo} 
palepisuos som Guy YoNs 


INETNIS 








15 


GOKULAM Novenbr 97 





















this statement. “Without money, nobody 
can live happily,” this is the eternal truth, 
It is one’s right to be rich. You are here to lead an 
abundant and prosperous life. You must be happy, 
radiant and free. Therefore, you should have 
money. Thisis the ‘cosmic’ urge. When blood 
circulates freely in our body we are healthy. 
Similarly when money circulates freely we are 
economically healthy. 

Those who say, “the love of money is the 
root of all evil,” will surely have no money and 
they won't lead a happy life as well 

Such false and misleading statements 
make us callous. Our avarice makes us rest- 
less. We spend our time thinking of a way to 
make not only money but more money. 

Think of how our forefathers lead simple 
lives. They had no transport, no communi- 
cation facilities. There was no science, 
no technology and above all, no 
money! Their wants were very few and 
that too, could be easily satistied. Thus 
they enjoyed peace and plenty in life. 


MONEY 
MONEY 


MONEY 


Today, we have all facilities to make us comfort 
able. But are we ‘really happy’? This moderr, 
civilisation has done more harm than good. 
Our wants and luxuries have multiplied. In- 


W M ‘oney is all | want.” Almost everyone makes 
° 
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creased luxuries have 
produced in usa greed 
for money which is es- 
sential for our satista 


espite the various of 
Diemer: we have been 
blessed with by science 


and technological develop- 
ments, many people die of hun- 


The flowers dance 
‘The wind hums and 



















‘The insects prance. 
‘The musieof the birds, 


ger. Even the rich don't seem to Ohl Nature's Beauty 
lead a peacetul life. Only a 

handful enjoy the luxury of a Laces one etek, 
motor car and a big bungalow, © for words. 


Can that be called universal hap- 
piness? 

Are the poor and the middle- 
class people, who form the bulk 
of the country's population (and 
whose welfare is the measure 
of a country’s progress), 
happy? The answer is an em- 
phatic ‘no’, because desires 
always outstrip necessities. 

Hypnotists say that the mind 
is divided into two. The inner 
mind and the outer mind. The 
‘subconscious inner mind records 
our desires and they areembed-  % 
ded strongly, so even in sleep 
we think of luxuries. 


‘The river glows 
And boasts of 
sun's might 
‘The quiet, dark, woods 
Leave in me an 
Indelible mark, 
1 recall the lonely days 
And troubles I couldn't 
drive away, 


Nature is my 





iend, 
‘Only when freed from these de- Srien 
sires can true happiness be en- She chased away my 
joyed. A fortunate few achieve this. Sorvons and 
Soiitis a fact that, we are largely in 
no way happier than our forefa- caphared: 
thers. In my heart a place: 
W.Santhoah, Usha Raman, 
age 16, age 16, 
iCoimeatore: Bangalore. 
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GRANDMA'S 


ing. Jip had just woken up. He 

stretched himself and yawned. His 
whine brought the two children Rohit 
and Tina into the hall. Both were 
dressed for an outing. 

twas the first time Rohit and Tina 
were going to see their grandma, 
who was coming to stay with them 
for a couple of months. 

Rohit and Tina were very happy. 
They stepped out of the house and 
waved goodbye to their litle puppy, 
Jip. 

Jip was a white pom. He was a 
very friendly dog. He had been pur- 
chased when he was merely a few 
weeks old. Now he was 7% months 
old. 

They reached the station with their 
parents. In about half an hour the 
train chugged into the platform 
There was chaos everywhere. Men 
were rushing to get inside the train 
Coolies ran around carrying 
luggages. 


[: was a pleasant saturday morn- 















Then an old 
woman ap- 
peared at the 
entrance of a 
compartment 
She was strug- 
gling to alight with heavy suitcases 
on either hands. 

‘As soon as Rohit’s father saw her, 
he rushed to greet her. 

‘Come children,” said the chil- 
dren's mother, “grandma has 
come. 

Their father helped grandma with 
the luggage. 





he was a thin, frail woman with 
white hair and she wore specta- 
cles. They reached home. 
Grandma was rather ex- 
hausted. Jip barked loudly to 
show his happiness. He 
bounded forward to greet her and 
lick her hands but grandma 
walked away. She was never fond 
of dogs. 
“I did not know you had 
a dog, Rajiv" (their father) 
said grandma. “They are a 
great nuisance.” 
The children were 
upset over this remark. 
Grandma was supersti- 
tious too. Once on their 
way back from a shop- 
ping spree, they were 
forced to take another 
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route, all because a cat had crossed 
their path. 

Jip, meanwhile, loved grandma 
very much though grandma did not 
change her attitudes. Jip was 
chained, He would how! so much 
that grandma would get annoyed. 
She would then grumble, "these 
lousy animals. The howls of a dog 
bring death they say. It is going to 
kill me, | am sure." 

Often she would also say, “I pre~ 
fer cats to dogs. Atleast they do not 
bark and yelp or howl. Give this dog 
away. Why do you have a dog in the 
house?” 

But the children were not ready 
to give away their Jip. 


Pet Pals —— 
ays passed. One day Rohit 
and Tina accompanied their 
parents to a party. Grandma 

and Jip were alone in the 

house. Jip was lying beneath 
grandma's rocking chair, in 
which she sat reading a book. 

Suddenly Jip barked, almost 

throwing grandma out of 
her chai. “Oh, shut up, 
you" said grandma, But 
from the rearside win- 
dow two thieves had en- 
tered the house, They 
pointed a gun at 

2 grandma and asked 

‘her to hand over to them 
whatever she had. She trem- 
bled in fear, But before she could 
even get up, Jip bit one of the 
thieves’ shin 


e howled in pain and ran out. 
ti He also bit the other one, but 

the thief managed to shoot at 
dip. Jip yelped in pain and tell down. 
He looked at grandma and then his 
breathing stopped and his eyes 
closed. He was dead. 

Grandma recovered from the 
shock, and knelt before Jip. She took 
him in her arms and hugged him as 
she sobbed. She thought it would kill 
her but today it had given its own life 
for her. 

Since then, grandma has devel- 
oped a love for dogs and is not su- 
perstitious either, Well, at least as far 
as animals go. She stil recalls how 
Jip saved her life. 

‘Amruta (age 10), Jamshedpur. 
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Baby Zebra : Why are we black and white 
in colour? 


Mother Zebra : We used to see lot of black 
and white movies in earlier days! 





Q + Why is school-bag 
made so heavy? 

‘A’: To make the children 
less mischievous on the 


roads! 








Q + Wholiscommon behaeen criminals 
and lenni-players? 

A+ They depend heavily upon Rachels 
and Courts! 














H, Suhas, age 9, 
Kalpallom, 
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lts jy 
Warp like 
Plank 









LIC is the Life Insurance Corporation of India 
which has many innovative plans for your future. 
Ask your Mum & Dad about the Jeevan Sukanya, 

Jeevan KishorJeevan Balya and 
Children’s Money Back Policy. LIC cares. 


(2) 
Life Insurance Corporation of India 


